Exhibition Activity :
Exquisite Corpse
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[EXHIBITION] From Two Arises Three:
The Collaborative Works of Arnold Chang and Michael Cherney
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[EXHIBITION] From Two Arises Three:
The Collaborative Works of Arnold Chang and Michael Cherney
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According to Laozi, “three” is not merely a number, but a powerful infinite expansion from
dual collaborative forces. As a way to bring together your thoughts and art medium together,
try out the following activities with your partner(s).
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Activity: Exquisite Corpse (Around 20 minutes)
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A collaborative poetry and drawing game that can be played by several people.
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For poems, write down two lines of poetry and fold the paper over so that only the
second line is visible. Pass the paper on to the next person. The next individual reads
the line that is visible and then adds two lines. They then fold the paper over in the
same way so that only their second line is visible. After the page is full, unfold the
paper and read the poem out loud.
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For drawings, each person draws one third of an image,
starting at the top of the page. After the first artist is
done, fold down the paper, so that only a small section
of the drawing is visible, and then pass the page on to
the next author. After all three artists are finished,
unfold the page and behold your masterpiece.
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Instructions:

1.  Take a piece of A4 paper and fold the paper into three sections.

2. Decide who will do the HEAD, the BODY and the TAIL by picking the

face-down blue card.

3. Draw or decorate a section of folded paper without letting others see.

4.  After everyone finishes their section, unfold the paper. What did you make?
How does each section link?
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From Two Arises Three:
The Collaborative Works of Arnold Chang and Michael Cherney
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Exhibition Handout [EEt5T]: Please see below
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Tiffany Wai-Ying Beres Guest Curator

The collaborative works of painter Arnold Chang (Zhang Hong; b. 1954)
and photographer Michael Cherney (Qiu Mai; b. 1969) defy expectations.
More than just the product of a camera and brush, these works on paper
are a union of artistic minds, a visual duet that ultimately creates a third

work of art—something greater than its respective parts.

The title of this exhibition, From Two Arises Three, is drawn from Verse

42 of Laozi’s Dao De Jing, which provides a theory for the origin of the
universe. In this classical Daoist text, we learn that “three gives birth to ten
thousand things,” or, more broadly translated, “three produces all things.”
What then is this “three”? From a cosmological viewpoint, three is the
union of dualistic forces in the world—the transformations and mutual
interdependence of the energies that underlie everything. Extending this
view to an artistic perspective, “three” is a powerful vision that comes from
collaboration.

Chang is an artist and scholar trained in the classical Chinese painting
tradition. Cherney creates photographic works inspired by Chinese art
history. The “three” that results from Chang and Cherney’s collaborative
work is both a powerful shared-vision and a unique meeting of

minds. While painting and photography are both independent and solitary
pursuits, the opportunity to come together provides new potentialities

for the artistic process—a model for co-creation that bridges cultures and

artistic traditions, ultimately changing our way of seeing.
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Florian Knothe Director, University Museum and Art Gallery, HKU

The University Museum and Art Gallery is honoured to present From Two
Arises Three, an exhibition highlighting the extraordinary collaboration
of artists Arnold Chang and Michael Cherney. The unbroken Chinese ink
painting tradition has developed continuously over the course of more
than a millennium, and this evolution continues into the present day, as
evidenced by the current popularity of contemporary ink. While Chinese
contemporary art has gained prominence over the past decades, there has
been a clear dichotomy between purely contemporary works and those
with a stronger connection to tradition. This division now appears to be
fading as traditional aesthetics merges with newer forms of media.

Since 2009, Chang and Cherney have experimented with merging
traditional ink with photography in a manner that remains true to the
essence of traditional Chinese landscapes, while simultaneously bringing
both media into the 21st century. At the edges where two worlds meet,
where film grain and ink dots come together, the artists are able to look
beyond specific cultures, definitions, borders and geographies.

The full range of traditional formats is represented in the exhibition—
hanging scrolls, handscrolls, albums, individual prints and fans—while the
collaborative pieces display a highly contemporary feel. By also presenting
several individual works from each artist, a clearer understanding is gained
of the journey that each artist has taken to their collaborative works.
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Secluded Valley in Cold Mountains
ZIL A [2008.08]
Arnold Chang it

Ink on paper
Handscroll

60 X 346.6 cm
2008

Tiger Leaping Gorge from the
Ten Thousand Li of the Yangtze
River series
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Michael Cherney #k%¢

Photographic print on mitsumata paper
Handscroll

25.5x262 cm

2012
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After Huang Gongwang
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Ink painting and
photographic print on paper
60x 112 cm
2014

e Collection of Jerry Yao
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Saltscape i [& #1 Landscape with Waterfalls % # & Da Ming Mountain X B 1] Mountain Fire 111k
Ink painting and Ink painting and photographic print Ink painting and photographic print on paper Ink painting and photographic print on paper
photographic print on paper on paper 60 x 72 cm 112 x 60 cm
112 x 60 cm : 144 x 60 cm 2016 2014
2017 2016 Private collection

Private collection Private collection
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After Wang Jigian i E&F
Ink painting and photographic print on paper
60x 117 cm

2016
Collection of Akiko Yamazaki and Jerry Yang
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