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Symbols from
Flowers and Plants

Flowers and plants play a major role in Chinese
thought and art. Flowers appear briefly in
Chinese art in the last 500 years BCE. During the
Tang Dynasty (CE 618-907), and especially from
the Ming Dynasty (CE 1368-1644) on, flowers
and plants became popular motifs, rich in colour,
fragrance, and symbolism. They came to
~ represent common sayings, ideas or truths. They |
could also represent moral attributes such as |
harmony or personity specific individuals such as
the Monkey King (Sun Wukong). For example,
the flowering plum is highly admired as it is the
Tirst Giiiie iruit trees to bloom in late :
winter/early spring, thus associated with the end |
of winter and the dawning of spring, and
theretore endurance and hope.
Can you match the symbolic meanings of these
flowers and plants?
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1€ Flowering plum  #BkfE Peach blossom B1t Orchid
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XA Hibiscus LLIZ$TE Camellia E# Magnolia

%1€ Chrysanthemum a1 1€ Lotus




AUTUMN FkX
ELEGANCE S &
ENDURANCE Zffit
FEMININE BEAUTY 1§22 E
GOOD LUCK #F:&
HAPPINESS 418
HARMONY Fl:&
HONOUR %2
HUMILITY 3%
ACHIEVEMENT ILhi&
LONGEVITY (LONG LIFE) RS
GOODNESS E1=
PURITY &ii; &
POWER 1&/7
STRENGTH 5877
SUMMER EX
FLEXIBILITY £;
WEALTH EB

WINTER £ X
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